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Our Club, charged with this remit, polled members around the UK 
and, after much deliberation, decided on Oxford.  Why?  First, because it's 
accessible by rail and road, with direct bus services running to and from 
Heathrow and Gatwick airports.  Second, it's conference friendly.  Outside 
term, all Colleges now also specialise in the hospitality trade.   
 

 We chose St. Anne's College, not just for its links going back over 
six decades with Mount Holyoke, or because so many Junior Year Abroad 
students choose it, or even because it's my alma mater.   
 

 It's also because their chef wins prizes and, after suitably stern 
inspection by conference chairman Carol Collins, the bedrooms, (double, 
single, and all en suite) lecture theatres and seminar rooms, won top 
marks.   Accomodation, conference rooms and dining facilities will all be 
on one site.  Our block booking gives us a very favourable rate which we 
will pass on.   
 

 The theme?  Brain Power: Build it; Use it; Keep it.  The speakers?  
To be announced, with further details of how to book, very soon.  
Meanwhile – put that date in your diary!   

 
Gillian Reynolds  MHGS ����58 

 
 

Put the date in your diary: September 25 – 27th 
Add the place: Oxford. 

 
 

The European Reunion 
Symposium 2009 will be 
different.    
  

Over the past two 
decades alumnae have 
mounted superb Symposia in 
nine major European cities.  
Last year, the European 
Council decided the time had 
come for change.   In line 
with President Joanne 
Creighton's aim to foster 
connections abroad, we're 
pioneering a new idea: to 
base future Reunions in great 
sister universities.   
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For many American expatriates, the 2008 US presidential campaign proved an irresistible 
opportunity to reengage with the political process back home. I was fortunate enough to get first-
hand exposure to the 2008 presidential race as a journalist contributing to The Economist’s 
campaign coverage. 
 

For several months last year I spent seven days a week tracking the candidates and contests across 
the country. From the snows of New Hampshire to the deserts of Nevada, I was able to spend time 
with the major candidates from both parties and in the process visited 30-some states. It was 
grueling, but exhilarating too. 
 

I already knew Barack Obama as a result of covering his 2004 run for the US Senate (based in 
Chicago for The Economist back then, I first met him at a low-key event organized by law students 
in the basement of a Chicago pub). The night he won that first Democratic primary in Iowa – 
stunning Hilary Clinton, the presumed frontrunner, and much of the party’s political establishment - 
was one of the most electric events of the season for me. Suddenly, the world sat up and took notice 
of the upstart from Illinois.  
 

The following months were a blur of airports, packed high-school 
gymnasiums, meals on the run, and seemingly endless speeches 
(candidates often gave the same speech five times a day, 
sometimes in three different states). Life in the traveling press 
corps was far from glamorous: we typically learned the day’s event 
schedule via email after 10pm the night before, and were usually 
expected to rendezvous before 7:30am in a hotel lobby. Once all 
the bags and recording gear were sniffed by police dogs, 
journalists were herded onto buses and campaign staffers took 
charge of logistics. Then came a flurry of motorcades, flights, and 
campaign rallies, with stories filed on the run in between events. 
We collapsed at the end of each day, often arriving at a new hotel 
after 11pm. Then we’d get up and do it all over again. 
 

To maintain my sanity, and gain some journalistic objectivity, I broke away from the controlled 
“bubble” around individual candidates from time to time to travel independently to states ahead of 
the campaign circus. That allowed me to spend more time talking with real people, and put the 
daily “spin” in some perspective before I rejoined the traveling press entourage.  
 

I gained a newfound respect for the candidates, who kept up the hectic pace far longer than I did 
and always appeared more patient, cheerful and better-groomed than the journalists (even TV 
reporters were wearing jeans and duck boots from the waist-down). Along the way there were 
opportunities to see the human sides of these very public people: Obama spending a few quiet 
moments with his wife (who visibly gave him an added perk every time they traveled together), 
Clinton stopping for 10 minutes at a small gathering of volunteers to listen intently to a nurse talk 
about the Iraq war veterans she was treating, John McCain passing out sugared donuts on the 
campaign bus. 
 

Equally significant for me personally was the chance to see America with fresh eyes. Although I’ve 
lived on both coasts and a couple of places in between, I’ve spent much of my adult life overseas -- 
in Hong Kong, France and most recently Britain. I’d never had a reason before to go to South 
Carolina, or West Virginia or Wyoming.  
 

Now I remember each of those places not only for the political drama that unfolded there, but also 
for the people I met along the way. Coal miners, Native American students, Amish farmers, Cuban 
exiles, Texas ranchers, waiters in soul-food restaurants – an amazing mix of people participated in 
America’s democratic experiment in 2008.  It was a treat to be there watching it all unfold. 

 

Julie Sell ����83 
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It’s not every day you 
hear of MHC alums 
following presidential 
candidates on the 
campaign trail.  So 
when we got news of 
Julie’s experience, 

we invited her to write a piece for our club 
newsletter.  Julie writes for ‘The Economist’ 
and other publications. Post-campaign season, 
she has been dividing her time between the US 
and Britain. 
 

Do you have an interesting article that you 
would like to share? 
 

If so, e-mail us at: mhcob@yahoo.co.uk 
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Mount Holyoke is once again hosting the 7 College Conference Spring Luncheon.  Scheduled for 
Thursday, April 30th at the University Women’s Club, Mayfair we are delighted to welcome Kate 
Adie, author and broadcaster who will also sign her books which would be available for sale at the 
event. 
 
Your booking form with more details is enclosed.  Please respond by Friday, April 24th if you 
would like to attend. 
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Sara Hines, Class of 2000 is currently pursuing a PhD in 
English Literature at the University of Edinburgh.  In between 
her busy schedule, she took the time to arrange a get together 
for MHC alums to celebrate Founder’s Day.   
 

The event took place on a Sunday afternoon in November (9th 
to be exact) at the Hula juice bar in Edinburgh, and a total of 
five alums turned up.  Our congratulations and thanks to Sara 
for taking the initiative to bring together alums in the area and 
we wish them success at future events! 
 

If you would like to arrange a get together with alums in your 
area, we can help contact them on your behalf.  Please feel 
free to get in touch with our Events Team who would be 
delighted to help. 
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Here is the 'second semester' reading list 

and schedule of the 7s Book Club. The 

books chosen continue to be wide ranging 

and will provide broad scope for our 

discussions. Sue Rees continues to lead 

the group.   

 

There is a fee of £4 for participation in 

each meeting.  Please ring the host if you 

plan to attend.  All meetings are held from 

12 noon to 2pm on a Wednesday.  Join us. 
  
25 March    The Towers of Trebizond  -  

Rose Macauley  

Julia Kellerman's home 

tube:  Golders Green 

tel:  8458 6113 

  
22 April    The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist  -  Mohsin Hamid  

Jenni Buhr's home 

tube:  Hampstead 

tel:  7431 4425 

  
20 May    The Road  -  Cormac McCarthy  

Lisa Beslity's home 

tube:  Knightsbridge 

tel:  7584 7138 

  
10 June    The Carpenter's Pencil  -  

Manuel Rivas  

Sue Rees' home 

tube:  Golders Green 

tel:  8455 8609 
 

 

 
The 7CC of London 
recently hosted their 
Annual Afternoon Tea for 
JYAs at Liberty department 
store.  Many Junior Year 
Abroad students from the 
Seven Sister colleges 
attended, including Mount 
Holyoke. 

 
The Club Monthly Drinks 
are held on the last 
Thursday of every month, 
and the last was held at 
the Annexe 3 Bar in 
Great Portland Street.   
Several alums attended, 
as well as two JYAs – 
one studying in Paris 
who was visiting her JYA 
friend in London. 
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Want to know what’s happening in the Club?  
Get event announcements and photos of events, 
or even post your own on the Club Facebook 
group! 
 

Access it via our Club Website (or search 
Facebook for ‘Mount Holyoke Club of Britain’): 
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President 
Ruvini Samaranayake ’01  
    rsamaran@yahoo.com 

 
Secretary  
     Lina Ivanova ‘04 
         lina.a.ivanova@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer 

Debra Marmor ’80 
    ds@marmor.freeserve.co.uk 
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Admissions 

Beth Weller ‘03 
    Beth.kaminsky@gmail.com 
 

College Liaison & Parliamentarian   
Renee Cary ‘48 

       Rencary@gmail.com 
 
E-mail Distribution  
     Lina Ivanova ‘04 
          lina.a.ivanova@gmail.com 

 
Events Coordinators 
      Christina Spencer-Drake ‘01 
          cjspencer@gmail.com 
      Eva Kamau ‘02 
          Ew_kamau@yahoo.com 
      Ayesha Mustafa ‘02 
          Ayesha.Mustafa@ 
                      intl.pepsico.com 
Fundraising  

Nancy Giles ’65 
    gilesnancy@hotmail.com 

 
JYA Rep 

Mariya Filipova ’07 
    mariya.filipova@gmail.com 

 
7 College Conference Rep 

Sylwia Wasiak-Rakowska ’04 
    sylwiawr@yahoo.com 
 

Web Mistress 
Nabina Shrestha’00 
    Nabi.shrestha@gmail.com 
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If your mailing or email address changes, please notify Alumnae 
Information Services at the College (rather than our Club) at: 
Email:  ais@mtholyoke.edu   or   Telephone:  001  413  538 2300. 
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Please note that in an effort to be more green and economical, we 
will no longer include a hard copy of our Club Directory with the 
January newsletter. Access to the Alumnae Online Directory is 
available free of charge via Alumnae Information Services: 
www.alumnae.mtholyoke.edu/connect 
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�*����"���!� � It’s a brand new financial year, and we 
really appreciate your paying dues on time (£12 for all classes).   
Enclosed is a Dues Form (or if you wish to pay online, contact 
our treasurer, Debra Marmor ’80 on e-mail: 
ds@marmor.freeserve.co.uk).   

 
Although Club positions are voluntary, we depend entirely on 
dues to cover our costs, and to make donations towards the 
Alumnae Scholar Fund.  So a big thank you to all for 
supporting your Club! 
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   Maya D’Costa 
   Associate Director of Campus Programs 
   Telephone:  001 413 538 2738 
   E-mail:  mdcosta@mtholyoke.edu 
   www.alumnae.mtholyoke.edu 
 

 


