
ALUMNAE SEMINAR
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

SCIENCE AND RELIGION:
COLLIDING, COEXISTING...

CREATING CHANGE

Join our panel of scientists and theologians
as we explore two driving forces of change

in today’s world.

October 22, 2008

9:00 AM – 1:30 PM

At The Italian Center

1620 Newfield Avenue, Stamford, CT

Panel Discussion & Lunch - $40

Questions:

Email: AlumnaeSeminar@gmail.com
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SCIENCE AND RELIGION:

COLLIDING, COEXISTING…
CREATING CHANGE

29th ALUMNAE SEMINAR

When: Wednesday, October 22, 2008

Where: The Italian Center
1620 Newfield Avenue
Stamford, CT

Schedule: 9:00 AM Registration
9:30 AM Speakers

Q & A Session
12:45 PM Lunch
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From the Merritt Parkway

From New York: Exit 35, High Ridge Road. Turn right onto
High Ridge. Turn left at 4th light onto Vine Road (Shell Gas
on corner). At the end of Vine Road, turn left onto Newfield
Ave. Continue 2 miles. The Italian Center is on the left.

From Hartford: Exit 35, High Ridge Road. Turn right onto
High Ridge, then left at 5th light onto Vine Road (Shell Gas
on corner). At the end of Vine, turn left onto Newfield Ave.
Continue 2 miles. The Italian Center is on the left.

From I-95

From New York: Exit 8 in Stamford. Turn left onto Atlantic
St. At 4th light, turn right onto Broad St. Take 2nd left onto
Grove St. At top of hill, Grove St. merges into Strawberry
Hill Ave. Strawberry Hill Ave. becomes Newfield Ave. The
Italian Center is about 5 miles on the left.

From New Haven: Exit 8 in Stamford. Turn right onto Elm
Street. Elm becomes Grove St. and merges with Strawberry
Hill Ave., which becomes Newfield Ave. The Italian Center is
about 5 miles on the left.

Directions to The Italian Center



Dr. Randall Balmer: “Evangelicals and Science: The Soul of Contradiction”
Dr. Balmer is a Professor of American Religious History at Barnard College. He has published and lectured widely
in both academic and scholarly journals and the popular press. He also has written several books as well as three
documentaries that have aired on PBS. Dr. Balmer received an Emmy nomination for his script-writing and hosting
of a documentary based on his book about the evangelical subculture in America. His courses at Barnard cover a
wide range of topics, from Puritanism in England and America to religion and American political culture to revivalism
to Mormonism.

Dr. Balmer holds a BA from Trinity College, an MA from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, and AM and Ph.D. degrees
from Princeton University. He was ordained as an Episcopal priest in 2006.

Dr. David Helfand: “I’m Not a Heretic, I’m a Pagan”
Dr. Helfand is a Professor of Astronomy at Columbia University and currently chairs the department; he has received
a Presidential Award for Teaching as well as a Great Teacher Award from the Society of Columbia Graduates. He
also is Co-Director of the Columbia Astrophysics Laboratory. Dr. Helfand created Frontiers of Science, the first sci-
ence course to be included in the university’s core curriculum. His experience also includes assignments at the
Danish Space Research Institute and the University of Cambridge, where he was the Sackler Distinguished Visiting
Astronomer. He also was a Founding Tutor at Quest University in Canada. His current research covers topics as
diverse as nearby neutron stars and the most distant objects in the universe.

Dr. Helfand holds an AB from Amherst College as well as MS and Ph.D. degrees from The University of
Massachusetts.

Dr. Mark McMenamin: "Spiritual Evolution: Conflict and Convergence"
Dr. McMenamin is a Professor in the Department of Earth and the Environment at Mount Holyoke College and current-
ly chairs the department. He teaches geology, and his research interests include the evolution and history of life, evo-
lution of the atmosphere, and the development and spread of biological and human innovations. As a geologist and
paleontologist, he maintains a spirit of discovery with his students and in his research work. Early in his career, he
proposed the theory that life forms that moved from the sea to the land diversified to a far greater extent than marine
life, called one of “seven ideas that could change the world” by Discover magazine.

Dr. McMenamin holds a BS from Stanford University and a Ph.D. from the University of California, Santa Barbara.

Dr. Kirk Wegter-McNelly: “Is Conflict the Only Way?”
Dr. Wegter-McNelly is an Assistant Professor of Theology at Boston University, where he teaches and writes about
the reconstruction of theological ideas and methods in light of contemporary scientific perspectives. He is currently
developing a theological assessment of physical relationality that considers recent scientific advances and the phe-
nomenon of quantum entanglement. He also helps to direct the university’s “Science, Philosophy and Religion” pro-
gram. He has co-edited two collections of essays that are germane to our topic, one regarding scientific perspectives
on divine action, and the other focusing on science and the spiritual quest.

Dr. Wegter-McNelly holds a BA from Central College, an M.Div. from Princeton Theological Seminary, and a Ph.D.
from the Graduate Theological Union.

Registration Form

Yes, I plan to attend

No, I cannot attend, but to ensure the future of our self-supporting
Alumnae Seminar, I would like to contribute __$15   __$25   $____ Other

Name ________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Email Address _________________________________________________
(Help us save on mailing costs in the future.)

College (optional)________________________________________________

Guest Name(s) _________________________________________________

Please return by October 13th with a check payable to ALUMNAE SEMINAR
for $40 per person (includes lunch).

Mail to: Ann Rosenbaum

1 Strawberry Hill Ct., 1A

Stamford, CT  06902

Questions? Email: AlumnaeSeminar@gmail.com / Call: Ann at 203.323.5090

Scheduled Speakers Include:

A committee of alumnae from the original Seven Sister
Colleges, recently joined by the local chapter of
the American Association of University Women, has
sponsored the Alumnae Seminar annually for 29
consecutive years.

Chair Paula Hanson

Barnard Hope Levene, Linda Reals,
Susan Stern

Bryn Mawr Marla Manning

Georgetown Christine Pizzutello

Mt. Holyoke Adria Bates, Betsy Mulcare,
Ann Rosenbaum

Radcliffe Liliana Geldmacher

Smith Alice Fitzpatrick, Sue Isaacs

Vassar R. Bonnie Haber

Wellesley Valerie Connolly, Paula Hanson
Joanne Hennessy

Thanks to the colleges for their continued support.

29th ALUMNAE SEMINAR  •  October 22, 2008
The Italian Center  •  Stamford, CT

Questions? Email: AlumnaeSeminar@gmail.com / Call: Ann Rosenbaum at 203.323.5090


